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Congratulations!
On May 7 and 9, 2021, 505 undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral students
graduated from Southern Adventist University, beginning a new chapter of life.
We wish them God’s abundant blessings, and for those of you parents who just
celebrated this pinnacle moment with your student, congratulations! 
You can view recordings of the programs and other graduation events online
here.
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This May, the first two female construction management
majors graduated from Southern’s Applied Technology
program: Rachel Joyner earned a bachelor’s degree, and
Katelynn Robertson earned an associate degree. 
Joyner decided to pursue this field after attending a high
school that taught technical skills. At first, she doubted
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had a passion for the
work and wanted to
further her skills and
education at Southern.  
“I’m passionate about
construction, because
every day is something
different,” Joyner said.
“From pre-construction




on work and had seen
her stepdad work in construction while growing up. After
taking career tests that pointed her toward degrees in
management, she decided to pursue construction
management. 
“Trade workers are often dismissed or looked down
upon,” Robertson said. “I think that construction work is
a big part of everyone’s lives in some way, and people
don’t understand the importance of what we do. When I
tell people that my major is construction management, it
is always a point of conversation—it’s new, different, and
something that people don’t hear much about.” 
“I am very proud of Rachel and Katelynn,” said John
Youngberg, associate professor of applied technology,
which is part of the School of Business. “Women in
construction used to be very rare. Today we find them in
every area of the industry. My prayer for these two young
ladies is that they will reflect Jesus in their workplace
culture. In this industry, you get to work with such a huge
variety of people; what a mission field!”
Both women landed jobs quickly. Joyner also hopes to
further her own business, Ace Properties, which will
rebuild houses in impoverished areas to give back to
communities. 
“My goal is to flip houses and give other people
opportunities to grow,” Joyner said. “Nobody knows
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time, we try to plan our entire lives without giving Him a
say. I’m grateful that has He led me to this work.” 
by Madison Reinschmidt
virtually for all students,
including those in quarantine
and isolation. 
Student Success Center 
423.236.2782 





Three animation majors from the School of Visual Art and Design created a short
animation story about finding connection in a COVID-19 world. Starting during the Fall
2020 semester, junior Mugi Kinoshita, senior Avery Kroll, and senior Ruth Perez spent four
months on “Knock Knock.” It tells the story of two masked elementary students who
communicate by knocking on the plexiglass that divides them and by writing sticky notes
to each other. 
“Even with what is happening out there, we were able to still work together and create
something that represented how it was for us in the beginning of all this,” Perez said.  
The animation students chose this story because they wanted to reflect the current
pandemic situation and express the importance of connection. 
“Throughout this project, I found myself relating to the characters in ways that I didn’t
expect,” Kroll said. “What makes this project meaningful to me is the fact that I see myself
and part of my journey this past year reflected in the story. It is my hope that each person
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who watches it can also relate to ‘Knock Knock’ in some special way.” 
Professors in the School of Visual Art and Design strive to teach their students a balance
of artistic perspectives while firmly grounding them in their faith. 
“Animation is a powerful medium for communication,” said Hendel Butoy, the animation
professor who oversaw the project. “We encourage our students and give them the
opportunity to combine excellence of craft with the higher calling of uplifting others
through the talents they’ve been given. ‘Knock Knock’ is an excellent example of that
vision coming to fruition in the students who made it.” 
Click here to watch the animation. 
by Madison Reinschmidt
Have a Great Summer!
Dear Parent,  
Thank you for investing your time to read Panorama and staying updated
with exciting stories, news, and events we'v shared. Despite the challenges, this
year has been successful, and we look forward to providing more content during the
fall semester.  
Your thoughts and feedback are valuable! Email southernparents@southern.edu or
call 423.236.2581 with your comments or questions.  
Thank you!  
Madison Reinschmidt, junior mass communication major 
Panorama Editor
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